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39. Avakian, Making Revolution and Emancipating Humanity,Part 2: 3Everything We're Doing Is
About Revolution” begins with the following six paragraphs:

“Enriched What Is To be Done-ism”

Hastening while awaiting not bowing down to necessity

Next | want to talk about “Enriched What Is To Be Done-ism” and its role in building a
revolutionary and communist movement. | want to begin by reviewing some important points
relating to the whole orientation and strategic approach of “hastening while awaiting” the
development of a revolutionary situation in a country like the U.S.

I spoke earlier about the outlook and approach of revisionist “determinist realism”*®! which,
among other things, involves a passive approach to objective reality (or necessity), which sees
the objective factor as purely objective—and purely “external,” if you will—and doesn’t
grasp the living dialectical relation between the objective and subjective factors and the ability
of the latter (the subjective factor—the conscious actions of people) to react back on and to
transform the former (the objective factor—the objective conditions). In other words, this
“determinist realism” doesn’t grasp the essential orientation, and possibility, of transforming
necessity into freedom. It doesn’t really, or fully, grasp the contradictoriness of all of reality,
including the necessity that one is confronted with at any given time. So, one of the essential
features of “determinist realism” is that it dismisses as “voluntarism” any dialectical grasp of
the relation between the subjective and objective factors, and sees things in very linear,
undifferentiated ways, as essentially uniform and without contradiction, rather than in a living
and dynamic and moving and changing way.

Of course, it is necessary not to fall into voluntarism. There are many different ways in which
such voluntarism can be expressed, leading to various kinds of (usually “ultra-left”) errors and
deviations, if you will—including in the form of giving in to infantilist or adventurist
impulses—all of which is also extremely harmful. But—particularly in a protracted or
prolonged situation in which the objective conditions for revolution (that is, for the all-out
struggle to seize power) have not yet emerged—by far the much greater danger, and one that
is reinforced by this objective situation, is this kind of determinist realism which doesn’t grasp
correctly the dialectical relation between the objective and subjective factors, and sees them in
static, undialectical, and unchanging terms.

It is true that we cannot, by our mere will, or even merely by our actions themselves,
transform the objective conditions in a qualitative sense—into a revolutionary situation. This
cannot be done merely by our operating on, or reacting back on, the objective conditions
through our conscious initiative. On the other hand, once again a phrase from Lenin has
important application here. With regard to the labor aristocracy—the sections of the working
class in imperialist countries which are, to no small extent, bribed from the spoils of
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imperialist exploitation and plunder throughout the world, and particularly in the colonies—
Lenin made the point that nobody can say with certainty where these more “bourgeoisified”
sections of the working class are going to line up in the event of the revolution—which parts
of them are going to be with the revolution when the ultimate showdown comes, and which
are going to go with the counter-revolution—nobody can say exactly how that is going to fall
out, Lenin insisted. And applying this same principle, we can say that nobody can say exactly
what the conscious initiative of the revolutionaries might be capable of producing, in reacting
upon the objective situation at any given time—in part because nobody can predict all the
other things that all the different forces in the world will be doing. Nobody’s understanding
can encompass all that at a given time. We can identify trends and patterns, but there is the
role of accident as well as the role of causality. And there is the fact that, although changes in
what’s objective for us won’t come entirely, or perhaps not even mainly, through our
“working on” the objective conditions (in some direct, one-to-one sense), nevertheless our
“working on” them can bring about certain changes within a given framework of objective
conditions and—in conjunction with and as part of a “mix,” together with many other
elements, including other forces acting on the objective situation from their own viewpoints—
this can, under certain circumstances, be part of the coming together of factors which does
result in a qualitative change. And, again, it is important to emphasize that nobody can know
exactly how all that will work out.

Revolution is not made by “formulas,” or by acting in accordance with stereotypical notions
and preconceptions—it is a much more living, rich, and complex process than that. But it is an
essential characteristic of revisionism (phony communism which has replaced a revolutionary
orientation with a gradualist, and ultimately reformist one) to decide and declare that until
some deus ex machina—some god-like EXTERNAL FACTOR—intervenes, there can be no
essential change in the objective conditions and the most we can do, at any point, is to accept
the given framework and work within it, rather than (as we have very correctly formulated it)
constantly straining against the limits of the objective framework and seeking to transform
the objective conditions to the maximum degree possible at any given time, always being
tense to the possibility of different things coming together which bring about (or make
possible the bringing about of) an actual qualitative rupture and leap in the objective situation.

So that is a point of basic orientation in terms of applying materialism, and dialectics, in
hastening while awaiting the emergence of a revolutionary situation. It’s not just that, in some
abstract moral sense, it’s better to hasten than just await—though, of course, it is—but this
has to do with a dynamic understanding of the motion and development of material reality and
the interpenetration of different contradictions, and the truth that, as Lenin emphasized, all
boundaries in nature and society, while real, are conditional and relative, not absolute. (Mao
also emphasized this same basic principle in pointing out that, since the range of things is vast
and things are interconnected, what’s universal in one context is particular in another.) The
application of this principle to what is being discussed here underlines that it is only
relatively, and not absolutely, that the objective conditions are “objective” for us—they are,
but not in absolute terms. And, along with this, what is external to a given situation can
become internal, as a result of the motion—and changes that are brought about through the
motion—of contradictions. So, if you are looking at things only in a linear way, then you only
see the possibilities that are straight ahead—you have a kind of blinders on. On the other
hand, if you have a correct, dialectical materialist approach, you recognize that many things
can happen that are unanticipated, and you have to be constantly tense to that possibility while
consistently working to transform necessity into freedom. So, again, that is a basic point of
orientation.
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